Jeff Cormier, President
Dick Hopes, Treasurer

Officersand Directors

Barry Humphus, Editor, Bubba Cheramie
George Kuffel, John Marcon, Chuck Middleton

Mentoring Program - If you have a project, aproblem in any woodworking area, these members have volenteered to help.
Givethemacall. Jeff Cormier: 582-3278; George Kuffel: 478-2707; John Marcon: 478-0646; Chuck Middleton: 625-3134;
Gary Rock: 433-1679; Eltee Thibodeaux: 436-1997; Dick Trouth: 583-2683. Each has years of experience and knowledge.

April Megting Highligts

JW. Anderson’ sshop produces many finefurnitureprojects,
especidly pourch swings, great Androndyke chairsand great
old recoverdtoals. JW. hosted theApril meeting at hisshop.
Oneof thedelights of ameeting at JW’sshopisof course
the blueberry muffins. Mrs. Anderson told methat she has
trained J.W. how to make them. We shall see at the next
meeting there.

Jeff Cormier started off by disscussingjointer safety.
For those who do not have ajointer, let mesay thatitisa
wonderful machine, no matter what jointer you have. A jointer
makes superbe surfaces and when set up correctly, makes
acturate, square and flat boards that you can use in your
project. But Jeff mentioned something that al jointer owners
must be aware of and that i srunning short boardsthrough
them. Regardlessof thesizeof your jointer (Sx or eight inch),
you must never run ashort piece of stock through one. The
safety information that camewithyour jointer will tell youthe
minimum length of stock that themachinewill handle. Never
push stock smaller than thisthrough the cutting head. For
smaller stock, useasharp hand plane.

Jeff mentioned that making amark onyour jointer
regarding theinput and output feed isthe best thing you can
do. That is, measure from the outfeed to the end feed and
add 12 inches. Thisisabout the shortest board that you can
safely runthrough ajointer. Another point Jeff madewasto
alwaysuseapush frame deviceto movethe piecethrough
theblades. Severd members, including me, mentioned pushing
through a short board and the disasterous results. In fact
thereisadent inthewall behind minethat isevidenceof the
forceof athrow-back from ashort board through ajointer.

Asaways, we had had great Show and Tell starting
with several Gary Rock itemsincluding acottonwood vase
with afineal of blackwood, an aspen bow! with brassinlay,
laced sasil bowland apecan burl bowl with adanish oil fin-
ish.

Bob Theau came asaguest and |eft asamember.
He brought a stage coach replica he built from photo re-
search. Hesaid theonly item he could not find agood photo
of werethe coach handles. Someone mentioned that George
Gamblebuildsfull sized replicasintheHouston River Road
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shop and that Bob should contact him for advise. In any
case, Bob's stage coach was exquisitly detailed and finly
finished.

Mr. Eltee Thibodeaux showed someof hiswonder-
ful scroll work including aclock, playing card holder, block
puzzleand wall switch plates. Dick Trouth, oneof our foun-
tains of woodworking knowledge pointed out that wooden
swich platesneed to haveameta backing per dectrica code.

Our host, JW. Anderson showed acypress scoop,
spalted beech bowl, beech coin bank, several wooden
kitchen utensilsand aswinging bench, aso of beech. Jmmy
Everett hasgot hiseyesback and hasbegan carving again.
Oneof hiscaneshad acarved wren asit’shandle and an-
other wasacooperhead snake. Onething welearned about
Jmmy ishisincredabledrawing taents. Hea so brought sev-
eral binders, each of which contained hundredsof hispencil
drawingsof people, animasand places- awonderful port-
folio of work.

Pie Sonnier brought us a 1928 Chevy truck as a
Bring Back item. It waswon by Dick Trouth. Bill Fey showed
of an antique spoke shave with adogwood handle.

Jeff Cormier discussed measuring strategies, espe-
cialy thosededing withinaccurate measuring tools. Thefact
Isthat measuring devicesareall massproduced and the ac-
curacy of any oneof them can becalledinto question. The
best adviseisthat if you start using, for example, aparticular
tape measure for a project, use the same tape measure to
the project’scompletion. Another strategy isto try and find
anaccuraterule. Generally, sted rulestend to be moreaccu-
rate than common tape measures. But even with these, you
need to look for one that has milled markingsrather than
painted on markings. Themilled sometimeshavepaintinthe
milling mark, making them easier to read. Jeff said that your
standard tape measure can be as much as 1/32 inch off,
meaning that over a3 foot span, your length would be al-
most 1/8thin error. Jeff said that fol ding measures can be
accuarte, especialy old wood and brassones.

ComingUp... Saturday, May 10, 9:00A .M. at the shop of
Dick Hopes.
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Trees. TheOldest Living Organism

Wetaketreesfor granted. Treesarethe sourcefor so many
commercia productstoday, that itisinconceivablethat mod-
ern human society could survivewithout them. Infact, much
of the Earth’soxygen comesfrom trees.

Sadley, | will haveto cut down an old oak treethis
Summer beforethe storm season. It washit by lightening a
few yearsago and despite my hiring alicensced arborist to
carefor it, it must go because of the danger that it could fall
onmy homeshould it comedown unexpectedly. Comparible
treesthat werefelled after arecent stormin our neighbor-
hood were between 90 and 120 years old. One was 147
yearsold (I personally counted thegrowth rings).

Recently, scientistsin Sweden havefound acluster
of sprucesinthemountainsin western Swedenwhich, at an
ageof 8,000 years, may betheworld'soldest living things.

TheNorway spruceswerefound perched highona
mountain side wherethey have remained safefrom recent
dangerssuch aslogging, but exposed to the harsh weather
conditionsof the mountain rangethat separatesNorway and
Sweden.

Carbon dating of thetrees carried out at alabora-
tory in Miami, Florida, showed the oldest of them first set
root about 8,000 years ago, making it the world's ol dest
knownlivingtree.

Cdifornias"Methusdah tree, aGresat Basin bristle-
conepine, isoften cited astheworld'soldest living treewith
arecorded age of between 4,500 and 5,000 years. Two
other spruces, also found in the course of climate change
studiesinthe Swedish county of Dalarna, were shownto be
4,800 and 5,500 yearsold.

"Thesewerethefirst woodsthat grew after thelce
Age" said LarsHedlund, responsiblefor environmental sur-
veysinthe county of Dalarnaand collaborator in climate
studiesthere. " That meansthat when you speak of climate
changetoday, you canin these (trees) see pretty much every
singleclimate changethat hasoccurred.”

One of Nature’'s many giftsto us aretrees. They
provide shelter, beauty, the air we breath, the shadefor our
homes, the pleasure of the building fromtheir harvest andthe
projects we make as woodworkers. In short, trees make
what we do possible. Admire them, preserve them when
possible, but care and usethem carefully and wisely. Barry
Humphus.

LCWW Board Meeting

The LCWW Board met on April 24 at the home of Jeff
Cormier. The purpose of the meeting wasto set tentative
meeting placesfor therest of the year and conduct other

clubbusiness. Attendingwere Jeff Cormier, BubbaCheramie,
Barry Humphus, George Kuffel, John Marcon and Gary
Rock. The attendeesweretreated to somegreat BBQ.

Thetentative meeting placesfor therest of theyear
are: July - Kuffel, August - Cormier, September - Humphus,
October - Annual BBQ, November - Cheramie, December
- Middleton. Remember that these have not been set or con-
firmed. We' Il update as needed.

Therewas arequest by Gary Rock to add spouse
names to our membership list. I guesswe all know how
ackward it can beto call someoneand not know who might
answer the phone. Therefore, the Board asksthe members
to give Barry Humphusthe nameof their spuseif they want.

Oneof the strugglesisto find an appropriate door
prizeor raffel prize every month. Thereare only so many
tape measuresor clamp setsyou can give away before ev-
eryone hastoo many.

TheBoard decided that weareswitchingto Stine's
Gift Cardsasthedoor prize and probably theraffel prizeas
well. Thevaueswill beeither $15 or $25 Stine’ s Gift card.
But weare making thismoreinteresting. If youwin either a
door prizeor araffel prizeAND have brought a Show and
Tell item, you get the $25 Stine's Gift Card, otherwiseyou
get the $15 Gift Card.

Thereareacoupleof smplerestrictions. The Show
and Tell item hasto be something you made (not something
you purchased or found, such asatool, sack of screws, box
of nails, etc.). What you bring asaShow and Tell itemisup
toyou and could even beatool you made (suchasajigyou
madewould qualify). Photographs of theitem are accepted
- someitemsaretoo largeto bring to ameeting. Any dis-
puteswill be decided by the Board members present at the
meeting. If youwin and don’t have aShow and Tell item,
you still get a$15 Gift Card.

Theideaisto encouragethe membersto do wood-
working. So make some sawdust and win big.

The Board decided to continuewith the Bring Back
Itemand retainthe current rules. If you win, you can choose
to Bring Back something you made or returntheitemfor a
redrawing. You still havetwo monthsto decide.

Thefind discussoninvolved wanting tofind out what
the memberswant interms of presentations, education and
information. Sowewill do asurvey of your needs. Wewill
ask that you fill out asurvey form and get it to Barry or
smplely email Barry with the sameinformation. Theinfor-
mation we need includeswhat sort of woodworking you do,
what sort do you want to do, what part of woodworking
givesyou the most satisfaction, the most troubleand so on.
Barry Humphus
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Using a Jointer

Straightening wood on aproperly adjusted jointer iseasy once
you understand the process. It isal soimportant to realize that
you are stronger than the wood and can “force” thejointer to
make bad cuts. The key isletting the jointer do the work and
moving thewood acrossit so that the least amount of wood is
removed to correct the defect.

Though it may seem expedient to joint along board
beforebreaking it down into project-sized pieces, the opposite
isusually true. Many consider the maximum length that can
be processed on a jointer to be roughly twice the length
(overdll) of thetables. M anufacturer swar n of jointing short
pieces with minimum lengths often in the 9” to 12"
range. Read the safety instructions carefully. While very
long boards can be successfully jointed with proper support
outside the tables, it is almost certain that more wood will
have to be removed to eliminate a defect.

Breaking a long board down to near project sized
pieces not only makes them easier to handle, it can reduce
defects such as arching or bowing between the ends by as
much a 50%. Far less material must be removed from the
shorter pieces to eliminate a defect, leaving a thicker board
when jointing iscomplete.

Cut long boardsdown, creating pieces 1" to 2" -longer
than needed for the project. Then, after they arejointed, planed
and squared, final trim cuts can be madeto bring themto their
final length, now with absolutely square ends.

Thesame principleappliestowidth. It makesno sense
to joint the wide face of boards that are considerably wider
than needed for the project. If the board is considerably wider
than needed, joint the straightest edge, take it to the table
saw and rip it down to the size needed, plus ¥4". Then, you
can joint awide face.

Withthewidefacesparalel, go back tothejointer to
make sure both edges are square to the newly machined faces.
If the board iswithin %2’ to ¥2" of the needed width and does
not have serious edge defects you can joint and plane the
wide faces first. However, to avoid accidentally coming up
narrower than needed, inspecting the edges carefully is
important. Experience is the best teacher here.

Part of | etting the jointer work properly isfeeding the
stock across the knives slow enough to allow the cutters to
dicethewood away. A telltale sign of atoo-fast feed rateisa
rippled appearance of the edge after cutting. Slowing thefeed
rate dightly will allow the knivesto clear the surface evenly
and leave aflat, smooth edge.Complicating this somewhat is
that as the wood gets harder, the feed rate has to be reduced.

When jointing the wide face the feed rate has to be
slower yet because there is so much wood being removed.
After gaining alittlefamiliarity with thejointer you develop a
feel for when the knives are working as opposed to when
they are fighting the wood.

To minimizechipping, jointer knives should be cutting
down or with the grain. There are some exceptions to this
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rule. To prevent chipping, tearout and get the best surface
possible from the jointer, its knives have to cut down or with
the grain on thefinal finishing passes.

One some pieces, particularly when jointing thewide
face, reading grain can be very difficult. Occasionally, taking
very light cuts (/32" max) in both directions and inspecting
the surface between will reveal which producesthe smoothest
cut.

Applying too much downward pressure to the wood
can easily flatten abow or twist asit passes over the knives.
With thewood pressed flat, or closetoit, thejointer dutifully
cutsit flat in that position but when released, it springs back
up and the defect reappears. One of the harder thingsto learn
when operating a jointer is developing a feel for how much
pressure is necessary to maintain control of a piece of wood
as it moves across the knives. Any more pressure than that
beginsto flatten the wood on the jointer, reducing the defect
that the jointer sees.

Waxing the tables and keeping the knives sharp
reduces the effort necessary to control the wood and makes
thisan easier lessonto learn. You still haveto develop thefeel
for what it takes to control the wood but it is easier when the
wood and jointer are not fighting back in the form of excess
friction. The best teacher in this case is practice.

Because some portion of the board on the outfeed
table is already flat, that is where our hands should focus
what pressure is being applied. We are forced to have our
hands over the infeed table to get the piece started and to
guide the piece until a large enough section at the leading
edge is machined flat. However, as soon as there is enough
wood flat on the outfeed table, your hands and the pressure
they apply should focus there to keep the machined edge of
the wood flat on the outfeed surface which forces the rest of
the board to follow on theline.

If the wood has a serious defect such as an arch or
bow you may have to apply enough pressure before and after
the cutter head to keep the board as level to the table as
possible during the initial cuts. Then, as soon as the jointer
begins making a flat surface on the leading edge, pressure
can be concentrated over that spot on the outfeed table. That
way the knives can extend that machined-flat portion and
minimizethe amount of wood that isremoved during however
many cuts needed to eliminate the rest of the defect.

Another techniquethat can help trueamildly distorted
board is swapping ends between thefirst few cuts. Whilewe
want thefinish cutsto be made with the knivesworking “ down”
the grain, reversing the piece during theinitial cutswill help
average wood loss at either end, help bring the board down
flat to the tables evenly and actually minimize the amount of
wood removed.

If the defect is big, especially on an edge, it may be
better to reduce its severity with a preliminary cut with a
hand-operated saw or even a hand plane. From New
Woodwor ker, edited by Barry Humphus.



