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Mentoring Program - If you have a project, aproblem in any woodworking area, these members have volenteered to help.
Givethemacall. Jeff Cormier: 582-3278; George Kuffel: 478-2707; John Marcon: 478-0646; Chuck Middleton: 625-3134;
Gary Rock: 433-1679; Eltee Thibodeaux: 436-1997; Dick Trouth: 583-2683. Each has years of experience and knowledge.

May Mesting Highlights

Dick Hopeswasour host thismonth. Wemet in hisgarage
becausehehasareatively small well layed out shop. Most
power toolsare on wheel s so he can make room as needed.
Therewasahuge collection of hisscrowl work ondisplay in
theshopfor al toadmire.

Jeff Cormier reviewed thenew door prizefraffleplan.
It'spurposeisto get you to make stuff. In brief, if youwin
and have brought aShow and Tell item you made, you get a
bigger prize. Smpleand effective.

Jeff discussed free-spool safety, reminding every-
oneto awayslet the power tool spinto astop beforegetting
anywhere near the sharp partswith your flesh parts. The
weight of the blade or the spinning wheel s of aband saw
havealot of cutting power evenwhenthejuiceisoff. | fact,
I’ve nicked myself with astationary table saw blade. Usea
blade gaurd whenever possible.

Dick Trouthwon theraffle- avery beautiful bowl
turned and donated by Gary Rock. The bowl was of spalted

and worm-eaten pecan with aturquoisband around thetop.

For Show and Tell, Bill Fey brought avery nicepine
jewelry box with hand-made dovetail she made at awood-
working school inWaco, TX - Homestead Heritage. Bill
described the school andif you areinterested, seetheir web
site at www.homesteadheritage.com. Speaking of hand-cut
dovetails, http://www.blocklayer.com/woodjoints/
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dovetaileng.aspx web sitehasaDovetail Template Genera-
tor whereyou enter dimensonsof thethewidth, tail thinkness,
socket thickness, pitch and number of tailsyou want. You
print out theresulting templateandfoldit over thework piece.
Just follow thecut lines.

Gary Rock brought ussevera bowlsincluding one
of mimosa, white oak with blackwood inlay and two ves-
sals, oneof cedar and the other of elm. Gary also discussed
using achatter toal. It will only work well onend grainwhen
turning. At http://www.cumberlandwoodturners.com/tips/
chattertoolreallycheap.pdf you can find how to make one
redlly cheap.

Mr. Thibodeaux showed off some of hisexcellent
scrowl saw work. Thisonewasatributeto Mother’sDay.
Jmmy Everett brought somerecent canesincluding onemeade
of acatus stalk. immy comes up with the mostinteresting
desgnsfor hiscanesthat I’ m suremakeseveryonewho owns
one proud.

Jeff Cormier couldn’t bringhisShow and Tell - itis
just too heavy. Jeff talked about workbenchesand their de-
sign and construction. He said he prefersthem flat rather
than the European style of having aback tray to hold tools.
Thedownside of thetray isthat is collectswaste and you
can'teasly st anything onit. It'sbest to have two shoul der
vises- oneinfront and oneon theend along with somedogs
for clamping. Heavy and flat were Jeff’s strongest recom-
mendation. In addition to ashelf under the bench, Jeff sug-
gested that drawers can be very usefull asthey are conve-
nient for tool storage aswell asadding to thewieght of the
unit.

Jeff dso mentioned that thereare severa good books
on building a bench such as “ The Workbench Book: A
Craftsman's Guide to Workbenches for Every Type of
Woodworking” by Scott Landis (about $25 new from
Amazon.com). Therearea so somefreeplansonthelnternet
such aswww.freeww.com/workbenches.html whereyou ||
findlotsof different syles. Also see: www.woodworking.org/
WC/GArchived9/12_11bobhambench.html

Coming Up. .. Saturday, June 14, 9:00 at the shop of
Dick Trouth onleg tapering.
LCWW content Copyright (c) 2008 L ake Charles Woodworkers Club, Inc.



Roy LeelL eBlanc

Just at press time, we learned of the passing of Roy Lee
LeBlanc. Roy Leewasawonderful turner, full of humor and
awayscameto meetingsand participated. Hewill nemissed.

Getting A Workbench

There are many kinds of workbenchesthat serve
many a purpose. My first onewas a steel framekit and |
bought apiece of 3/4” plywood asthetop and another for
the shelf benesth. It wasgreat for thesmall spacel hadinmy
single car garage. | still have and useit - asasharpening
bench and genera junk holder.

You can aso purchase complete kitsfrom anumber
of sourcesincluding Rockler, Woodcraft and others ($500 -
1,500). At these places, you can also get front and end vises,
bench dogs and other accessories. If you decideto builda
bench, you can even order amaple or beech top complete
with benchdog dotsand mounting for your vises.

Thereare severa different kinds of workbenches
and you can dividetheworkbench market into afew groups.
Woodworking workbenches, General garage workbenches
and Portableworkbenches.

It all starts with heavy duty woodworking work-
bencheslike onesfrom Soeberg or Ulmia(but you should
build your own). These benches, made out of beech or maple
arecertainly themost robust of itskind. Often, with benchtops
up to 4 inch thick, they come with two different types of
vises. Thefront vise, traditionally parallel pressing against
the workbench side and the back (or end) vise can open
(depending onthebench up to 10inches) and pressesagainst
thegrain part of thebenchtop, givingit an extrastrong force.

The standard workbenchesfor today'swoodworker

aresized between 50to 60 incheslength. They ofteninclude
cabinetsfor tool and machinery storage. Rockler offerswork-
benchestwo different versions. withtop and trestleor just
theworkbench top and kit and plan to built your own bench
base. Thisisavery nicedternativefor anybody who wants

to get arobust benchtop made out of laminated maple, beech
or birch and combinesit withitsown needsof aworkbench
base.

Apart from these typical woodworking work-
benches, isalarge variety of garage workbenches can be
found onthe market.

In today'sworkshops, these workbenches become
more and more popular asauxiliary benches. Often rather
cheapto buy, they serveasadditional storage spaceaswaell.
A good example for these garage workbenches is
NortherntoolsAnySizeWorkbench Kit whereyou just build
a30-36inch high workbench according to theworkbench
plans. Onceyou havegot and cut thelum-
ber parts, which are not included, this
workbench can bebuilt very fast at low
cost.

Thefinal group of workbenches
arethe portable ones. Everything useful
for onthesteworkbenchesandjigs. Itdl
started with traditional saw horseswitha
board on it and now goesto very sophis-
ticated clamping devicesfor heavy duty
use. First, what comes in mind is Black & Decker’s
Workmate. Originaly designed for DI'Y enthusiastsaround
theworld, it got popular among kitchen cabinet makersand
woodworkersfor itsability to givean extrahand onthework-
place. | havecertainly used and indeed over-used aWorkmate
bench. For yearsit was my only workbench that stood for
everythingincluding holding downlogs| cut for turning bil-
lets. Eventualy, it got replaced by agood logging sawbuck
that islight and portable. But they arevery useful, light and
work well in aportable environment.

Theprofessional counterpart to any Workmate are
Tritons superjaws. Morelikeaclamping devicewith atre-
mendous clamping rangefrom 0- 35" it can a so perfectly
serve asaworkbench. Just get two of them together and put
aboard onit - and theworkbenchisready. Asthe clamping
pressure comesfrom afoot peddl, it leavesyour handsfree
while applying apressure of up to 2440 |bs. Probably the
highest pressure on any type of portableworkbenches.

If youwant to build your own workbench, consider
acoupleof things. Oneisit’shieght. Jeff suggested that you
put your armsdown and flex out your hands. Makethebench
between the height of your hands and your belt. That way
you can lean over and put | ots of force down on thework-
bench as needed. Another thought isto build it even with
your table saw so to provide extrasupport for large sheets.

Seethelnternet resourceson Page 1 for moreidess.
Barry Humphus
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Enclosed Membership List and Financial Report

If you are not onthe Membership List and receive
this, then shame on you.You need to send $20 to Dick
Hopes, 1139 Green Road, Lake Charles, LA 70611. Seri-
oudly, weneed your help to keep the club running smoothly.
Support the L ake CharlesWoodworkers Club and support
our sponsorsthat include Stines, Home Building Materials,
and Diamond Lumber. At each place, youwill find freindly,
helpful and curteous people to make your project better.
Notethat the membership list will not be ontheWeb sitefor
safety and security reasons.

Thel egacy of What We Do

Woodworkinginitself bringsenjoyment to woodworkers
through the processes of designing, working withwood, and
being proud of our finished products. Every woodworker
bringshisor her own skills, motivators, and inspirationsto
thiscraft and certainly getsenjoyment through different parts
of the process.

Thefinished products, whether they are piecesfilled
with more sentimental val uethan craftsmanship or piecesof
timelessbeauty, they are certainto beenjoyed for many years
to come.

Looking at afamily heirloom or other piece of an-
tiquefurniturewe can only imaginethehistory that thepiece
has gonethrough, from theworkmanship of the personwho
built it, to the daily use the item has seen, to the use and
abuseaswell astreasuring and cherishing. A woodworking
project becomesalegacy that will be handed downin our
lifetimesand more.

Itisnot just thewood creationsthat create alegacy
today. Thetoolsweuseaswell, tell astory about life, about
passion, about dedi cation and about the artistry that ween-
joy. Just by touching atool held by awoodworker of yester-
day, you can sense the time and commitment put into the
craft through the use of that toal.

Our woodworking legacy continues. It not only gets
passed on just through the projects and the tools, but by
teaching the next generation the skillsof our passion.

So thisiswhat you should do. Find someone, espe-
cially someoneyounger than yourself and bringthem or in-
vite them to join the Lake Charles Woodworkers. Teach
them or refer them to one of our masterful craftsmento be
taught about thejoy of woodworking.

Our legacy goeshback for eonsand what ever wedo
today, it should and must continuefor centuriesmore. Bring
the children, bring theyoug adultsinto thiswonderful avoca-
tion. Barry Humphus
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A Few Questionsto Consider

Thisisaquestion that hasbeen asked and debated severa
timesover, but | think weneed to ask it again and ask you
torespondif youlike.

Therearemany television showson or about wood-
working. For themost part, the presenters of these shows
havegot aalot of tools. The best examplefor most of usis
NormAbrahm’s‘ The New Yankee Workshop.’

If you watch them, as| do, many of thetoolsare
top of theline (particularly hand and power tools) but it also
seemsthat many of them arejust relatively average. For
example, Norm usesalot of Deltaand Porter Cable equip-
ment. WhileMr. Abramsisaskilled craftsman, isit theclear
that the equipment he usesin hisshow arerather ordinary
and affordable. | redizethat thisisaTV show and themis-
takesand goofsareleft on the editing floor along with the
shavingsand sawdust.

But thisbringsmeto the question for you Doyou
believethat it isthetool sthat makethewoodworker, or the
woodworker that takes advantage of what they have?

It seemsto methat evenif you buy relatively middle-
of-the-road tool sand take thetimeto set them up properly,
they should be capable of producing good work. All of us
have to make compromisesfor anything we do whether it
bewoodworking or someting elseentirely.

| dounderstand thereisalimittothisidea. Below a
certainleve of quality, you arejust going to frustrate your-
self and possibly end up building someting you' d rather put
inthefireplace next winter than bring to Show and Tell.

| guesswhat I'm getting at isthis. arewedoomed to
average-at-best work if you only buy averagetools? | real-
izethat thereisalearning curve and both experience and
practice count for an awful lot. But thelevel of skill | seein
termsof theitems memebrsbring or photosthey show at
nearly every meeting, isamost overwhel ming. | guesswhat
I’msayingisthis. thereisagreat deal of talent among our
members, whether they happen to bring a Show and Tell
item or not. We have members with literally decades of
woodworking experience but we a so have memberswith
decadesof other experience, al of which contributeto what
we do.

So | amjust curious about what you all think. I'm
hoping that some of youwill chimein onthisdiscussionand
enlightentherest of us. I'mthinking that perhapsif | should
spend big money on toolsand make suremy toolsare dead
on accurat, perhapsthen it won't matter that my projects
arerather average. Please respond and contributeto this
discussion. Barry Humphus.




