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Mentoring Program - If you have a project, a problem in any woodworking area, these members have volenteered to help.
Give them a call. Frank Tartarmella 802-8989; Eltee Thibodeaux: 436-1997; Ray Kebodeaux: 583-2378. Each have years of
experience and knowledge.

July Meeting Notes
Our host in July was Ronnie and Sandi Kramer at their fine
shop. On the business side of the meeting were the election
of new officers. Ronnie Kramer was elected President replacing Bill Fey with the fine work he did as our previous
President. Patrick LaPoint continues to be Treasurer and
Barry Humphus as Sectretary but will ultimately be replaced
by Catherine Dupuis after Barry moves out of state next year.
We also have a new member join -- Robert Moss.
We understand that J.W. Anderson is doing better after a
brief illness. Please keep J.W. in your thoughts and prayers
toward a complete recovery. Another exciting thing was that
previous member Joe Comeaux has re-joined SWLaWW
Club. It was great to see him again as he is a wonderful
turner and a master woodworker.
While we did not have a safety presentation, Aaron
Andrepont did talk about a great new product from the folks
at TiteBond -- their Quick & Thick Multipurpose Glue. According to Titebond’s web site, it offeres the following properties:
“Titebond Quick & Thick Multi-Surface Glue is the
thickest, fastest-drying water-based glue available for use
with porous and semi-porous materials. It is ideal for wood,
pottery, ceramic, stone, glass, fabrics, leather and most crafttype materials”. Note that the glue is an
interior glue and not suited for external
applycations.
For Show and Tell, there were several great items available. Ronnie Kramer
showed off his 3D visual cutting board
made of tiger wood, walnut and purple
heart.
New member Robert Moss brought
us what I thought was a gumbo paddle
but was an actual paddle that he described as a ‘get right’ made of red oak
and cut with a jig saw. As a child, I may
had one of these applied to get ‘corrected’. His story was great.
Ms. Sandi Kramer showed off some
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of her beautiful pryography items including two lovely pieces
of great dane dogs. Her work is just amazing and so very
precise. When you arrive at the Ausgust meeting (also at the
Kramer shop), pleas ask her to show
you some of her wonderful work in
the shop.
Past President Bill Fey
showed off his work of bird feeding
frames that looked great for what
he is doing to make the birds at his
home happy.
New President Ronnie
Kramer showed us a lovely cutting
board with a 3D view design of the

tiger wood, walnut and purple heart wood. We may have to
go to Ronnie for our next cutting boards for a purchase.
We have an exciting event for the August meeting as
Mr. Joseph Eastman of Moss Bluff will be joining us for a
demonstration of his skills as a professional black smith. We
hope that he will be bringing some of his beautiful knives for
you to purchase should be of interest.
Several years ago, the membership had a demonstration at a Lake Charles black smith shop. There were
incedible old metal working tools at the shop that we visited
and we wathched them work.
Oddly, the city of Lake Charles has a prohibition on
the books for black smith operations because they traditionally used coal to fire their furneces which resulted in much
polution. No more, of course as they now use propane or
other non-pouluting fuels.
Next up:
Shop of Ronnie and Sandi Kramer, Saturday, 9:00 A.M
August 14, 2021. Please join us and watch the fire works.
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Layout Squares Set
The iGaging multifunction layout squares are a game-changer.
Each of the squares is laser cut from a single piece of solid
aluminum on state-of-the-art CNC equipment. The singlepiece construction and manufacturing process ensures that
the squares are accurate within two-thousandth of an inch
along the tool's full length. The precision-machined aluminum handle is perfectly aligned with the blade. The thin 2mm
blade has engraved 1/16" and 1/32" markings on both sides
and four edges and a blue anodized finish.
The large 12" square features a 13" outside and 12"
inside scale and boasts a 5" scale along the handle's length
plus a 1-3/8" end scale. The 6" square has a 7" outside and
6" inside scale plus a 3" scale and a 1-1/4" end scale on the
handle. The handle's scales provide hands-free support on
the workpiece and when measuring or drawing parallel or
offset lines.
There are many useful features that make the squares
a delight to use. Perhaps the most noticeable feature is the
small drilled holes along the blade's length. These holes are
the perfect size to use with the included mechanical pencil
for drawing parallel lines to an edge. The holes are marked
and arranged in two rows, the top row in 1/16" increments
and the bottom in 1/8" increments.
More useful features include miter angles from 5degrees to 60-degrees in 5-degree increments (plus 22.5
degrees) measured from the corner of the handle to the markings on the blade. A 45-degree cut-out in the handle also
enables the quick layout of 45-degree angles. An additional
bonus is a center finding rule on the top of the blade. Plus,
the anodized aluminum handle has 1/4" and 3/8" offsets useful for the layout of tenons, dowels, and other joinery on 3/4"
dressed stock.
The sturdy aluminum handle design allows the square
to stand upright on its own. And there are two rare earth
magnets in the base to help secure the base to cast iron surfaces, such as a table saw top. The squares come in a set of
two and are available from www.chipsfly.com, part number
34-280 for $69. I believe that ChipsFly.com carries all of
the iGaging tools, so check it out. I noted that Amazon.com
does not carry this particular tool as yet but does carry many
of the iGaging tools. Barry Humphus.
Great Results with Least Work
What’s the first thing you do when judging someone else’s
woodwork? You run your hand over it, of course. If it feels
really smooth, you admire the work. If it feels rough, you
aren’t as impressed – even though the woodworking may be
spectacular.

The way to get the smoothest and best-feeling finish
is to “rub out” the last coat using sandpaper and abrasive
compounds. Methods of doing this are written about often.
It’s a mechanical procedure that doesn’t differ all that much
from sanding the wood.
Begin with coarse enough abrasives to remove the
problems efficiently without creating unnecessarily large
scratches. Then work up through the abrasive grits until you
get the sheen (shine) and look you want.
But rubbing out is a lot of work. You might be willing
to do it on a critical high-end tabletop, but it’s not likely you’d
want to go to the trouble on a set of kitchen cabinets, for
example.
So how do you get the smoothest results possible
without having to go through the rubbing-out process? There
are five methods of achieving a smooth finish with the least
amount of work.
First, wait several hours after sanding a surface before you begin finishing to let the dust settle. Second, remove settled dust from the surface, ideally with a vacuum.
Tack cloths also work well on flat surfaces but shouldn’t be
used under a water-based finish because the sticky residue
hinders bonding. Don’t brush off the dust or you’ll need to
let it settle again. Third, strain the finish unless you have just
opened the can. Always strain water-based finish. Fourth,
be sure your cloth, brush or spray gun is clean. Clean it if it
isn’t. Finally, Just before beginning to apply the finish to a
horizontal surface, wipe over it with your hand to check for
cleanliness and to remove any small dust particles that may
have settled.
Waiting for dust to settle and then removing it from
your project also applies when sanding between coats.
The most important thing you can do to achieve
smooth results is to sand the first coat smooth. With the exception of there being a lot of dust and dirt in the air when
you’re doing your finishing, the main cause, by far, of roughfeeling results is not sanding the first coat smooth.
The first coat, called the “sealer” coat, of any finish
raises the grain of the wood and locks it in place. If you
don’t sand this coat smooth, the roughness will telegraph
through all coats and cause the final finish to feel rough.
The reason it’s best to sand the first coat, rather than
a subsequent coat, is that it’s thin. The thinner the finish, the
easier it is to sand without gumming up the sandpaper.
Use a grit of sandpaper that removes the roughness
efficiently without creating larger-than-necessary scratches.
Usually this means #320 or #400 grit. Both of these grits are
available as stearated (dry lubricated), which resists clogContinues on page 3
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Working Easier continues
ging better than non-stearated. Sand lightly if the sealer coat
is very thin and there is a stain underneath so you don’t sand
through and remove some of the color.
Water-based finishes raise the grain more than solvent-based, so you’ll probably need a coarser grit to be efficient. I suggest starting with #220 grit and see how it works.
You can move finer or coarser from there. As long as the
finish is totally dry, non-stearated sandpaper usually works
well without clogging.
On turned and other non-flat surfaces, foam-backed
abrasive pads can be helpful. They conform well to curved
surfaces. Using mechanized sanding tools will take some practice during which you will probably experience some sandthroughs while you’re learning. I always sand the first coat
by hand for the best control.
All that’s necessary when sanding the first coat, or
sanding between coats for that matter, is to make the surface
feel smooth. It doesn’t have to look perfect. In fact, it rarely
does. You just want the next coat to go on to a level surface.
If you are applying more than two coats total, you
may find it helpful to sand the next-to-last coat smooth before applying the last coat, whether by spray or brush. Sanding
roughens the surface, which causes the next coat of finish to
level better. (Think of water beading on glossy automobile
or tabletop surfaces compared to water leveling on concrete.)
So orange peel and brush marks will be lessened.
The thinner the finish, meaning the lower the viscosity, the better it levels so brush marks and orange peel are
reduced. You don’t necessarily feel these flaws, but they do
look bad in reflected light.
You don’t have to thin much to have a significant
effect, usually just 5 or 10 percent. But, except for waterbased finishes, which may not flow well if you add too much
water, you can thin as much as you want without having any
negative effect on the finish.
The reason some instructions on solvent-based products say not to thin is to comply with VOC regulations in the
more restrictive areas of the country. Thinning is not harmful
to the finish.
The brown paper bag trick. This trick is quite effective for removing small dust nibs without leaving scratches in
the finish. It’s not effective, however, at smoothing a surface
on which the sealer coat wasn’t sanded smooth.
Fold a small brown paper bag from a supermarket
and rub it over the finish after it has dried well. Finishes harden
at different rates, and temperature affects the rate significantly. So you may have to experiment a little to find the
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earliest time when the finish has hardened enough so that the
bag doesn’t leave scratches.
The paper bag is coarse enough to level most dust
nibs. Leveling these nibs is not the same as totally removing
them. You may still see flaws in a reflected light, but the finish
should feel significantly smoother. Barry Humphus with help
from “Understanding Wood Finishing” by Bob Flexner.
A Few Short Tips from the Internet
Next time you begin a paint job requiring a whole can of
paint, emove the lid and use a hacksaw to cut it in two. Put
one half aside for later, then slightly bend down the cut edge
of the other and press it back in place atop the can. This half
lid makes a sturdy brush shelf and the cut edge can be used
to strike excess paint from the brush. Lane Olinghouse
The bulky case of a tape measure sometimes gets in
the way in tight spots, so I kept a one-foot section of an old
tape and ground both ends to make it accurate. I also made
24" and 36" measures this way — they work great inside
cabinets.Robert Guyan, Portland Or.
I wanted to avoid the inevitable blemishes that occur
when excess wood filler surrounds nail heads in trim and
moldings. So I came up with this idea: place a short piece of
masking tape over the area around the nail head, then set the
nail right through the tape. Apply the wood filler and, while it
is still soft, peel off the tape. A perfect round spot is left, with
no accumulation on the surrounding area. James Vasi, NY.
None of my woodworking friends could advise me
how to cut a profile down the middle of an S-shaped molding, so I came up with the solution shown here. After bandsawing and drum sanding the piece to shape, I made pencil
marks ever y inch along the back of the workpiece. These
were perpendicular to the curve. Then I clamped a pointed
guide fence to the router table that centered the bit where I
wanted it, set my bit height, and started running the piece
through the cutter. By adjusting the work so that the pencil
lines were always at 90¡ to the fence, I kept the cut in line. A
little car ving and sanding smoothed out any rough spots.
G.R. Williams, Forstoria, Oh.
Rather than look for a protractor or T-bevel, or trust
the arrow indicators, I made a set of the angles I most commonly use to adjust my table saw and miter gauge. 1/4" plywood works fine for this. I use them again and again to set
my saw for cutting angles, pentagons,hexagons, octagons
and even segmented bowls.Richard Dorn, Oelwein, Iowa.
“I’m a PHD woodworker (Projects Half Done).”
“Measure twice, cut once and then force it to fit.” Quotes
from the Internet
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August Meeting Location
We have the wonderful opportunity to meet again at the shop
of Ronnie and Sandy Kramer.
To get there go South on Nelson Road in Lake
Charles going from I-210 on Nelson Road to Gauthier Rd
and turn right going west. Travel to Big Lake Road and turn
right (north) on to Big Lake Road. The first right on your
right will be Afton Drive. Turn right and go to the next left
(N. Branbury Road). The shop is at the back of 6821 N.
Branbury Road on your right at the second home.
Should you need further instructions, please give them
a call at 337-477-4651.
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